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Safety Policy
Although full Risk Assessments are undertaken prior to each field meeting members are
reminded that they attend field excursions at their own risk. They are expected to take
reasonable precautions to ensure the safety of themselves and other participants and to
behave in a responsible manner at all times. The Group has a Safety Policy and Safety
Fieldwork Code that all participants should have read prior to attending a meeting. Copies
can be found on the Group's web site and a resume can be found on the reverse of the
Summer Field Meeting card.

www.swga.org

December 2016

page 1 of 4

Holiday Geology
The annual Holiday Geology meeting takes place in the Icons Suite (behind the restaurant) of the
National Museum, Cardiff on Saturday 7th January 2017. The meeting will follow the usual format
and run from 11.00am until about 4.00pm with a break for lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided
from 10.15 am but, due to the costs, lunch will not be provided. However, members are welcome
to bring a packed lunch to eat in the meeting room or can use the museum restaurant next door
or any of the many eateries around the city centre. As we have to order the refreshments from
the museum restaurant in advance could anybody intending coming to the meeting please let
the Programme Secretary (Steve Howe) know ASAP and preferably by January 5th 2017.
As usual this meeting is your chance to show a few slides and talk about a recent holiday or
place/s of interest that you have visited. The talk does not have to be in-depth geology and can
be as light-hearted as you wish. All offers will be gratefully accepted and it would be very helpful
if you can let the Programme Secretary know the title of your talk before the meeting so that a
programme can be prepared in advance. Talks should aim to be about 10-15 mins in length in
order that we can fit a good number in during the day.
As usual there will be table/wall space for anyone who would like to put on a small display and
there should be some books for sale. If anybody has any old books that they would like to donate
to the Group please bring them along on the day. There will also be a raffle so if any of you have
any 'left-over' Christmas Gifts that you would like to donate they will be gratefully accepted.

Indoor Meetings 2016-17
After a successful start to the indoor programme there are three more lectures plus the annual
Holiday Geology meeting between now and the end of the session in March 2017.These are:
Saturday 7th January 2017 (National Museum, Cardiff) Holiday Geology [see above]
Saturday 21st January 2017 (Swansea): Prof Siwan Davies (Swansea University): Volcanic ash and
rapid climate change: piecing together the past.
Saturday 18th February 2017 (Cardiff): Prof John Cope (National Museum of Wales): The DA
Bassett Memorial Lecture: Redrawing the geological map of South Wales
Saturday 18th March 2017 (Swansea) AGM followed by Dr Gareth George: Recognition and
interpretation of sea-level changes in the Marros Group (Namurian) of south Wales.
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Field Meetings 2017
The field meeting programme for next summer is now almost completed. As usual there are
monthly meetings from March to September but not October this year due to the annual GA
Conference being held in Cardiff over the weekend of 21st/22nd October, which will have a day
of field meetings associated with it on Sunday 22nd. The dates for your diary are:
Saturday 29th April: Martley 2: Southstone Rock led by John Nicklin (Teme Valley Geological
Society). This is a follow up trip to the great field meeting that we had in Martley in 2015 and is to
new areas which will include Permian Breccias and thick tufa deposits.
Saturday 20th May: The Triassic of the Sully area led by Prof Maurice Tucker.
Saturday 24th June: Either Manorbier led by Sid Howells or The Portishead coast led by Mark
Howson.
July tbc: Either The Portishead coast led by Mark Howson/ or Manorbier led by Sid Howells
Saturday 19th August: The Old Red Sandstone of the Ruperra Woods area led by Tom Sharpe and
John Davies. On this excursion we will be examining some of the new sections created by the
RIGS Group in Ruperra woods.
Saturday 9th or 16th September (tbc): Caerfai and St Non's bays, St Davids led by Nigel Clarke

Congratulations
Our congratulations go to Malcolm Nugent who came third in the annual Geologists' Association
Photographic Competition with a photograph of some of the Twelve Apostles in South Australia.
You should be able to view Malcolm's photo on the GA website in due course.

GA Conference 2017
The annual GA Weekend Conference will take place at the National Museum, Cardiff over the
weekend of 21st/22nd October 2017. There will be a full day of lectures on the 21st and field
meetings on the 22nd. The theme of the meeting will be Climate Past, Present and Future. There
is a local organising committee for this event and Rhian Kendall has become a member of the GA
Council where she reports and updates on the organising of the conference. Planning is well
under way and some speakers have already agreed to participate. More details will be
published in due course but for the time being get these dates in your diary!

From the Membership Secretary
A reminder that subscriptions were due on 1st September. If you would prefer to pay by
standing order you can download the form from the website - it forms part of the membership
form. Please send it on to me (contact details at the top of the newsletter) as we need to
add a reference in order to distinguish all those popular Welsh surnames.
If you receive this Newsletter on paper and would be happy to receive it electronically in
future instead please let me know. Thank you. Caroline
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S. E. Wales RIGS Group
Further general meetings, field trips and work days will be held over the summer and include
undertaking a survey of potential RIGS sites for Swansea City Council. If you have an interest in
preserving our geological heritage and would like to get involved with our activities please
contact Nigel Mc Gaw at nimar@nmcgaw.freeserve.co.uk or tel 01656 654439
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