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50 YEAR ARCHIVES 1960-2010 - PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

This section includes details of the publications  issued by the Group from 1960 to 2010. 

 

The compilation is based on the actual publications themselves, cross referenced and checked 

against the 1992 listing of Alun J Thomas (Secretary 1966-1989), plus other papers, then from 

various records up to 2010, including annual reports and newsletters etc.  

 

The publications are listed in approximate date order. 

 

Print copies (marked * below) of most of the publications are in an accompanying cardboard 

archive box, or, for the posters, in an accompanying roll.   

 

Only one publication is known to have been issued for which no print copy has been found. 

 

Only one poster (1974) is known to have been issued for which no print copy has been found. 

 

From time to time, other publications have been considered, as recorded in committee minutes, 

newsletters and Annual Reports, but only those that were actually issued are recorded in this 

section.  

 

 



 

1965 to 1970 

The Welsh Geological Quarterly (edited by Dr Douglas Bassett) was published in several 

numbers, forming 5 volumes, between 1965 and 1970. *Original numbers are in the cardboard 

archive box. 

 

This was an in-house periodical, cyclostyled and published 4 times a year. 

  

The Group was unable to sustain support for this and despite the Editorôs efforts it ceased 

publication in 1970 with volume 5 part 1. 

 

Included was the article The First Ten Years, 1960-1969 by Bassett, D.A. (ed.) (1969) 

in The Welsh Geological Quarterly, vol 4 parts 2/3,  (Winter 1968/Spring 1969), pp.63-70. 

 

 

The Welsh Geological Quarterly is archived separately in  

1960-2010 - WELSH GEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY 1965-1970. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1970 
 

*Field Meeting of the South Wales Group on the Stack Rocks to Bullslaughter Bay 

Section of the South Pembrokeshire Coast  by Trevor M. Thomas, field excursion,  

Proceedings of the Geologistsô Association. vol.81, (1970), pp 241-248. 

 

[This was the only SWGA publication in the PGA until 1984] 

 

 



1971 

* Geological excursions in South Wales and the Forest of Dean edited by D.A.  

Bassett and M.G. Bassett, 266 pp., published September 1971  by the Geologists' Association  

South Wales Group. £1.75 (£1.50 to members) 

 



                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Background to Geological excursions in South Wales and the Forest of Dean: 

ñThe Publications Subcommittee set up after the cessation of The Welsh Geological 

Quarterly presented a short list of óRecommendationsô to the Committee meeting of 1 

October 1970 and there was set in train action to produce a geological excursion guide 

involving - invitations for written contributions and invitations for sources of funding the 

cost of printing 2500 copies (about £1000) to be published in September 1971 to coincide 

with the BAAS Swansea Conference. 

20 contributors were soon assembled, their accounts edited into a continuous format and 

readable style. 

 

Messrs H.J. Lear provided a considerable proportion of the funding, and publication was 

made on schedule. 

 

It proved, with its attractive cover and convenient size. its 21 up-to-date itineraries of South 

Wales geology and readable style, to be a publication that met a considerable demand. By 

June 1973 H.J. Lear (Cardiffôs principal bookstore) had sold most of its stock (of 1000 

copies) and was seeking to buy in bulk first from Swanseaôs Singleton Bookshop (where 

sales of their 1000 had been much slower) and later from the Groupôs own stock of 500. The 

book went out of print in 1978 still at its publication price of £1.75 (£l.50).ò 

 

ñIn 1971 the British Advancement for the Advancement of Science came to Swansea for its 

annual conference. To coincide with this large conference the Group under the editorship of 

Dr Douglas A. Bassett and Dr Michael G. Bassett published what was to be the 1st of an 

occasional series of excursion guides to parts of Wales Geological excursions in South 

Wales and the Forest of Dean. With up-to-date descriptions in its 21 itineraries. its readable 

style and its distinctive black-and-white cover it was to be a ñbest sellerò and sold out before 

the decadeôs end. The timing of the publication was doubly appropriate falling as it did 

during the 2-year chairmanship of Trevor Thomas - for long the Groups first Field 

Excursions Secretary and a leader of field excursion for the Group on no less than 10 

occasion and one of the óGuideôsô 20 contributors.ò 

 

 ñby 1979 all 2500 copies were soldò 

 

 

1980 

Meetings of the Group 1960-1980 [Incorporating The First Ten Years]. 
(1980)   Thomas, A.J.    pp.1-14.    Unpublished duplicated typescript. 

 

[copy not found] 

 



 

1982 
 

* Geological excursions in Dyfed, south-west Wales edited by M.G. Bassett, 325 pp., 

published May 1982 for the Geologists' Association South Wales Group by the National  

Museum of Wales. £6.50 (£5.00 to members).    ISBN 0 7200 0249 4 

 

 



                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 



Background to Geological excursions in Dyfed, south-west Wales: 

ñMinute 91 of the Committee meeting of Monday 19 October 1977 (held at South 

Glamorgan Outdoor Centre Portbcawl) recorded the Editorôs recommendation (and the 

Committeeôs support) that a geological excursion guide to Dyfed be prepared. Earlier 

committee considerations had included a series of geological booklet guides and a volume 

devoted to the geological evolution of Walesò (but these had come to nothing). 

 

Geological excursions in Dyfed, southwest Wales edited by Dr M.G. Bassett, 325 pp., was 

published in May 1982 in a format and size similar to its predecessor with 19 itineraries 

written by 24 contributors. 

 

A large proportion of the printing costs (£8,000 for 3000 copies) was borne by Messrs  

H.J. Lear and by the National Museum of Wales, joint publishers with the Group (whose 

Publications Account had been emptied of its £1265). This Guide too has proved popular, 

selling at Ã6.50 (Ã5.00 to members) and the Groupôs stock had fallen to 100 copies by 

March 1992.ò 

 
(from flier) 

 Geological excursions in Dyfed 

This volume, edited by Dr Michael G Bassett (Editor of the Group), comprises itineraries by 

24 authors for 19 excursions in the district s of Carmarthen, Ceredigion, Dinefwr, Preseli 

and South Pembrokeshire both to areas that are well-known and to areas of interesting but 

little-known geology.  

It is the second volume to be published by the Group in its Occasional Series. The first,  

Geological excursions in South Wales and the Forest of Dean, eds BASSETT DA, 

BASSETT MG, has been in popular demand since its 1971 publication (it has been out of 

print since 1979) 



1984 
 

* Focus on Wales  edited by M.G.Bassett, Proceedings of the Geologists' Association,  

Vol. 95, pt.4, pp.289-398.  

 

Published in November 1984 to celebrate 25 Years of the Group. 

 

This was based on the papers read at three Group symposia on 11 December 1982    

The geological evolution of Wales  (6 speakers), 3 March 1983  Lower Palaeozoic Wales (6 

speakers), and 14 January 1984  Upper Palaeozoic Wales (7 speakers). 

 

[see 1960-2010 - LECTURE MEETINGS, TALKS and EVENTS   
for details of the Symposia] 

 

These comprised the entire part, Part 4 of volume 95 of the PGA. This was the first example  

of an entire Part of the Proceedings being given over to the contribution of a Group of the 

Geologistsô Association.  It was a major episode in the publishing history of the Group (and a 

significant and important contribution to contemporary Welsh geology). 



 

 

 

 



1984 cont. 

 

Twenty Five Years: a brief history by A.J.Thomas, pp.1-4.  

 

This leaflet is archived separately in  

1960-2010 - 25
th

 ANNIVERSARY 1984. 
 

 

 

 

 

*Twenty-five Years, 1959-1984  
(1984)   Bassett, M.G., Cope, J.C.W. and Thomas, A.J.  

In Introduction   In Bassett, M.G. (ed.) Focus on Wales. Proceedings of the Geologists' Association, 

95(4),  pp.289-290 (see above) 

 

 

 

 

 

* The South Wales Group of the Geologists' Association, 1959-1984 
(1984)  Bassett, M.G., Cope, J.C.W. and Thomas, A.J.  

in Bassett, D.A. (ed.) Nature in Wales, vol 3 parts 1/2, pp.69-71. 

 

[this is actually a copy of the text of Twenty-five Years, 1959-1984  
In Introduction   In Bassett, M.G. (ed.) Focus on Wales. Proceedings of the Geologists' Association, 

95(4),  pp.289-290 (as above)] 

 

 



1987 

 

* Geology and sediments of offshore Wales and adjacent areas  edited by M.G.  

Bassett, Proceedings of the Geologists' Association, Vol. 98, pt.4, pp.273-414. 

 

Published in December 1987. Again forming the entire part 4, of vol. 98, of the PGA. 

 

This was again based on the papers read at a Group symposium, the fourth, held on 15  

February 1986  The Offshore Geology of Wales and adjacent areas  (13 speakers).    
 

[see 1960-2010 - LECTURE MEETINGS, TALKS and EVENTS   
for details of the Symposium] 

 

      



 

 

 



Ephemera         1960-1990  (after Alun J Thomas in 1992) 
 

Group notices were typewritten (earlier duplicated; later from about 1979 - photocopied and 

often reduced) on (eventually) - A4 sheets usually folded, and consisted of:-  

 for distribution to all Members;  

Notices of Meetings. Programmes of Meetings  

Field Excursion booking forms  

Agenda and Minutes of Annual and  Special General Meetings, Reports of Officers 

Rules of the Group  

Membership Subscription Form  

Membership Card, (usually) 15 x 11.5cm and folded, coloured ticket card, printed annually 

(Ellis of Caerphilly from 1960 to 1980, Brook and Williams of Barry to 1990) with 

Programme for the Session, Subscriptions and List of Officers, and bearing the badge or 

logo of the parent body (earlier óGeologistsô Association Londonô. later - from 1990 -

óGeologistsô Association 1858ô) - for issue to paid-up or eligible Members. 

 

[Many of the above are archived, or included, in other sections of these Archives] 

 

for distribution to members of Committee  

Notices of Committee Meetings, Agenda and Minutes of Committee Meetings. Committee 

Lists   and Standing Orders -. 

 

[Many of the above are archived, or included, in other sections of these Archives] 

 

A poster, 50 x 75 cm. with stylised geological column in red on white overprinted in black with  

ñGeologistsô Association South Wales Groupò (designed by Dr Robert M. Owens), 500 

screen-printed by D.K. Conroy was produced at cost for the Group in 1974 - for display in 

schools, colleges (free). 

  

[copy not found] 

 

 

 



1993 

 

* Geological excursions in Powys Central Wales edited by N.H. Woodcock and  

M.G. Bassett, 366 pp., published August 1993 by the University of Wales Press, National  

Museum of Wales on behalf of the Geologists' Association South Wales Group.  

£12.95 (£11.00 to members).    ISBN 0 7083 1217 9. 

 

 
 



                                      

 

 

 

 

 



Background to Geological excursions in Powys Central Wales: 

 Geological Excursions in Powys was published in 1993 as the 3rd in this Groupôs  

 series of excursion guides, following Geological Excursions in South Wales and the   

 Forest of Dean and Geological Excursions in Dyfed.   

It was produced jointly by the South Wales Group, the National Museum of Wales  

and the University of Wales Press.   

 

 Geological Excursions in Powys normally sells at £11 to Group members (the full  

 price is £12.95) but for a limited time (late 1990s) you can buy copies for £7.50 each.   

 The guide is 366 pages long, in the handy A5 pocketable size of the other 2 guides.   

 A very informative introductory chapter is followed by 15 excursion itineraries covering  

 the whole of Powys.   

 

The 3 guides covered the southern half of Wales (as far north as the Berwyn Hills).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1998 

 

* Geology around Bridgend / Daeareg yng Nghyffiniau Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr  
by Stephen Howe, 8 pp, published August 1998  by the Geologists' Association South Wales  

Group. £1.50.  

 

A bilingual illustrated colour booklet prepared for the Groupôs presence at the 1998  

Eisteddfod. Produced with the assistance of the Geologistsô Association Curry Fund and  

Bridgend Borough District Council. 

 

               



2000 

 
* The South Wales Group of the Geologistsô Association at the National 

Eisteddfod: Llanelli 2000 / GrȐp De Cymru o Gymdeithas Daearegwyr yn 

Eisteddfod Genedlaethol: Llanelli 2000 by D.A. Bassett, 16pp, produced August  

2000  by the Geologists' Association South Wales Group. 
 
For the Groupôs display at the  2000 Eisteddfod, founder Chairman Doug Bassett produced a 

bilingual poster A Selection of Geologists from Llanelli and the Adjacent area / Detholiad o 

Ddaearegwyr o Llanelli aôr Cyffiniau (2000) [see below], together with this accompanying  

bilingual leaflet. Produced with the assistance of the Department of Geology National  

Museums & Galleries of Wales, and the National Lottery Charities Board.  

 

  

  



2000 

 
Website 
 

In the autumn of 2000, the possibility was raised of a SWGA website. 

 

Andy Kendall and Rhian Hicks were approached ï an SWGA website was set up over the winter of 

2000-2001. Rhian was elected to the committee in March 2001, with specific responsibility for the 

website, which she held until well after 2010. 

 

 

 

2000s 

 
Banner 
 

Probably around 1998, for the Eisteddfod presence, the Group had a Banner made, nearly 2m long 

by c45cm wide, with the Groupôs name (bilingual) and logo. This was in use for well beyond 2010. 

 

 

 

 

Conservation and RIGS 
 
In 1997 Cardiff CC undertook a Cardiff City Nature Conservation Strategy : Geological 

Survey. Following a desk survey starting in late 1997, field assessment visits to sites identified by 

the desk study started in 2000, with the Group involved to 2003, followed by follow up visits again 

by the Group to the more promising sites during 2004-2007. In 2008 the Group was involved with 

other partners in starting a South Wales RIGS initiative. This gained funding and in 2009 the RIGS 

project started, again with the Group significantly involved. 

 

Regarding the work undertaken by the Group on the Cardiff sites, 2000-2007, this was written up 

by Steve Howe but never published as such, as a final list of SSSIs, RIGS, SINCs (49 sites) 

recommended by the Group. 

 

And details of 53 sites (corresponding mostly to the 49 sites above), as identified in the desk study, 

are also on record in the Groupôs archives.   

 

As is a draft publication Geological Sites of Interest within the County of Cardiff (RIGS and 

SINCS) by South Wales RIGS Group and South Wales Geologists Association (April 2009). 

This includes full details of several of the 19 RIGS and 19 SINCs identified by that time, plus 
mention of existing SSSIs, LNRs, and GRC sites. A list is also given of around 340 sites identified 

in the desk study, updated by the field visits as appropriate. 



2003 
 

* A Geological Perspective 1960-1992 compiled by Alun J. Thomas  53pp, published 

December 2003 by the Geologists' Association South Wales Group. £1.00 

 

A Geological Perspective is also archived separately in  

1960-2010 - A  GEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE   1960-1992 AJT 

--------------------------------- 
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2004 

 
* GA Geofest@Cardif f / GA Geofest@Caerdydd . Leaflet (2004) advertising the 

November 2004 Geofest at the National Museum of Wales 

 

 

 

 

 
 



2004 cont. 

 
* Walking the Rocks: Six walks discovering scenery & geology along the 

Glamorgan coast  by Stephen Howe, Geraint Owen, Tom Sharpe, 116pp, published  

November 2004 by the Geologists' Association South Wales Group. £7.95 (£6.00 to  

members).  ISBN 0 903222 01 9.   

 

 



 

 

 
(back cover, continuation to left of front cover) 


